
says: "Where is the university which offers courses toward
the Ph.D. degree for investigations in internal medicine, in
diseases of the eye, ear, nose or throat, or diseases of the
nervous system, or even pathology?" The graduate college of
the University of Iowa recognizes that the work done in vari-
ous department of the College of Medicine is of such a charac-
ter as to warrant the college offering courses leading to the
degrees of M.S. and Ph.D. Since 1900 various departments
of the medical college have offered courses leading to the de-
grees mentioned. A number of the M.S. degrees have already
been given; as vet no Ph.D. degrees have been granted.
Again, Dr. Frank asks the question: "Is it justifiable that

the possession of an academic degree be absolutely necessary
before a man may engage on the work for his Ph.D.?" I be¬
lieve that many of us will agree with the doctor when lie
states: "It is far better that he hold one; but it is wrong to
make it absolute."
It will be of interest to know that a few years ago the

board of regents of the University of Iowa voted that the
degree of M.S. (master of science, in medicine), may be granted
to any one holding the degree of M.D. even though he does not
hold an academic degree; provided, of course, that he does
the prescribed amount of work, which is the same whether the
applicant holds or does not hold the baccalaureate degree.
This is like placing the baccalaureate degree and the medical
degree, so far as educational requirements are concerned, on a

par. With the present-day requirements of a one or two years'
course, as a necessary preliminary for entrance on a medical
course, it will not be long before the medical degree will be
placed above the baccalaureate degree. Considering this in
connection with the tendency of the present day to place the
study and practice of medicine on an exact scientific basis, it
seems that the contention made in the article quoted, viz.,
that certain changes in regard to the relation between medical
studies and advanced degrees should be made, is entirely
justifiable. J. R. Guthrie.

Accident with Therapeutic Electric Lamp.
Elmhurst, Ill., Sept. 6, 1907.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Iwish to report a mishap which occurred
during the use of a therapeutic lamp. The lamp used was a
small portable one. While administering a treatment over the
abdomen, for a diffuse peritonitis, without any known cause
the globe exploded, severely frightening and burning the
patient.

The therapeutic lamp is frequently used about the face in
the treament of boils, infections, eczema, neuralgia, enlarged
glands, etc. Since the incandescent globe may explode, light
and heat should be administered through a different medium.

Henry F. Langhorst. M.D.

The Essential Similarity of Innocent and Malignant Tumors.
A Study of Tumor Growth. By Charles W. Cathcart, M.A., M.B.,
etc., Surgeon Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. Illustrated. Cloth. Pp.
79. Price, $2.50. New York: William Wood & Co., 1907.
This monograph is devoted to a description of specimens

and cases illustrating the fact that there is no sharp line sepa-
rating malignant from benign tumors. Much valuable informa-
tion bearing on this point is collected in this book from the
author's experience with museum collections. It is illustrated
by numerous photographs, some of which are good. Why writ-
ers will waste money and good white paper publishing photo-
micrographs which show, at least in the reproductions, nothing
but a mass of blurred splotches which mean nothing or next to
nothing, even to a trained pathologist, has always been an irri-
tating incomprehensibility to the reviewer! There are numer-

ous citations from the literature which illustrate various fea-
tures of the relationship between benign and malignant
growths, but no comprehensive bibliography has been accumu-

lated. The author's conclusion that innocent and malignant
tumors are similar to one another in their nature and mode
of growth will find few opponents, if any, among modern path-

ologists. We can particularly commend the discussion of the
interesting variations in malignancy exhibited by giant-cell
sarcoma of bone.

Abdominal Pain, Its Causes and Clinical Significance. By A. E.
Maylard, M.B., B.S. Second Edition, revised. Cloth. pp. 301.
Price, $2.50 net. Philadelphia : P. Blakiston's Son & Company,
1906.

Endeavoring to put the clinician's estimate of pain as a sub-
jective symptom on a scientific basis, Maylard, already well
known for his work on the "Surgery of the Alimentary Canal,"
in 1905 issued the book of which the second and revised edition
is now before us. The appearance of the second edition so soon
after the publication of the first is evidence of the appreciation
by the profession of the value of the work. The whole work
has undergone revision. Instead of certain matter on abdom-
inal operations, which appeared in the first edition, there have
been inserted chapters on abdominal neuroses and postopera-
tive pain, constituting a valuable addition to the work and
putting its entire text into harmony with its title.
Infectious and Parasitic Diseases, Their Cause and Manner

of Transmission. By Millard Langfeld, A.B., M.B. (Johns Hop-
kins) ; Professor, of Bacteriology and Clinical Medicine, CreightonMedical College, Omaha. With an Introduction by L. F. Barker,
Professor of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University. Illustrated.
Cloth. Pp. 260. Price. $1.25 net. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's
Son & Co., 1907.

According to the author, this book was written primarily
for the use of nurses, but its scope has been enlarged so that
it serves admirably for the use of such persons as are inter-
ested in bacteriology, but lack training in this subject. The
text is simple and clear, and the author has avoided the use
of terms and the discussion of questions which would be
unintelligible to beginners. It is doubtful whether the book
can be used as a text-book for the medical student, although
the chapter on the collection and examination of secretions
and excretions is very explicit, and can not fail to be of service.

Miscellany
Eleventh International Anti-Alcoholic Congress at Stockholm.

These congresses began over a quarter of a century ago,
and for many years were confined largely to temperance re¬
formers and philanthropists. During the last ten years, at
the Paris and Budapest meetings, the scientific side of the sub¬
ject has come into great prominence. We are indebted to
Dr. T. D. Crothers, Hartford, Conn., for a report of the eleventh
congress, recently held at Stockholm. The proceedings were
divided into three distinct sections, scientific, sociologie and
popular.

Dr. Delbruck of Bremen, Germany, in a paper on "The Me¬
dicinal Value of Alcohol," concluded that its stimulating prop¬
erties were delusional, that its only value was that of a nar¬
cotic. Other speakers followed, showing its limited value as
a drug, and its exceeding danger as a beverage. Dr. Forel of
Switzerland discussed at some length the "Influence of Alco¬
hol in Sexual Life and Human Productiveness," showing by
statistics that drinking parents are always followed by de¬
generate and imperfect progeny. "Alcohol and Criminality"
was the subject of several papers, all showing its intimate
connection with crime and pauperism. Professor Hartman of
Leipzig pointed out the evils and dangers from alcohol in stu¬
dent life. He showed from statistics that the use of Leer and
spirits was dangerous to all forms of study and culture. The
subject of heredity was treated by a number of very exhaust¬
ive papers, giving statistics of school children and others, who
were considered degenerate from moderate and excessive
drinking parents. Dr. MacNicholl' of New York contributed an
excellent paper on this topic.

Another subject discussed by both physicians and laymen
was "The Influence of Alcohol in the Production of Railway,
and Other Accidents." Reference was made to a recent paper
on this subject by Dr. H. 0. Marey of Boston and its state¬
ments confirmed in a most flattering way. Army surgeons and
military men expressed the conclusion that alcohol is an evil
that must be eradicated before the full efficiency of armies
can be obtained. Several eminent physicians proved con-
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